Swades is a story about a man who returns to his homeland after 25 years of living in the United States. The film is set in Ayodhya, where there has been a love affair between Raghu and Tara. It's a story of their separation and reunion. The film was released on 22 July 2004 and upon release was one of the most expensive films ever made anywhere in the world outside Hollywood, with an estimated
budget of Rs. 350million (US$6.3 million). Upon release, Swades received generally positive reviews from critics and audiences alike. The film was also relatively successful at the box office, earning worldwide. It became a "Super Hit" at the box office. Sixteen years later, Raghu, now an NRI working as a NASA scientist in the US returns to India for his wedding with his fiancée Gayetri. Upon
arrival in New Delhi, he learns that it is not his intended destination but instead Ayodhya, where he grew up as a schoolboy and was best friends with Tara Chaddha. He lands up at his old school to visit Maasa who was like a mother to him during childhood and she informs him of Tara's whereabouts and marriage to Yash Sinha (the villain of Swades). His return to Ayodhya is made impossible by the
growing political tension between the two factions of the Hindu nationalists. He manages to get an appointment with Tara without her knowledge, but is unable to reach her. He then meets with his childhood friends Hari, Rakesh and Nikhil on his way towards Ayodhya. On his arrival he finally comes face-to-face with Tara who had not seen him since they were children and who refuses to recognize
him despite knowing that he is Raghu Sinha. Raghu also learns that she had married Yash Sinha out of fear of never being able to marry the man of her dreams, him. The difficult reunion leads to a quarrel and a difficult parting after which Raghu leaves Ayodhya. At the airport, he meets with his childhood friend Tara who is also leaving for America. As she is about to board the flight, Raghu reaches
her and the two share an emotional embrace which leads to Tara's realization that she has fallen in love with him once again.

Swades (English: Swades - A Tale of Two Cities) is India's first Indian film shot entirely on digital video (DV) format. It features Bollywood stars Amitabh Bachchan, Shahrukh Khan along with Sanjay Dutt, Madhuri Dixit and Amrita Rao in pivotal roles. The film is directed by ace filmmaker Homi Adajania, who also directed the successful Indian film "kokila" (2003), produced by Ram Gopal
Varma. The film was simultaneously shot in Hindi and English languages. Hindi dubbed version of the film was released on 26 March 2006 in over 400 theaters throughout India with a worldwide release planned for later that year.
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